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Optics ‘Not the Greatest’ as 4th Peel Cop Charged Since April 
by Marco Patrone 


Peel Regional Police have laid crim- 
inal charges against another one of 
their own officers — the fourth since 
April. 

“It definitely doesn’t look the great- 
est,” says police spokesperson Sgt. 
Josh Colley. 


In this latest investigation against 


27TH GREAT YEAR 


PORT CRE 


a Peel Police officer, Peel Region- 
al Police charged Constable Rajvir 
Ghuman with Domestic Assault, 
Forcible Confinement and Mischief 
Over $5000.00. 


It follows on the heels of three oth- 
er cases involving officers on active 
duty. 

“Should we be worried? Absolute- 
ly not, we have over 2000 officers, 
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Port Credit Harbour Marina, Mississauga, On. 
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over 3000 employees. The actions 
of these four officers in the past four 
to six months should not reflect on 
the good work being done by Peel 
Police,” said Colley. 


Ghuman, who has only been an of- 
ficer since September of last year, 
was in court Monday Aug. 21 and 
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A Peel Regional Police 
car rolled over Wednes- 
day evening after it col- 
lided with another vehi- 
cle in Brampton. 


At approximately 5 
p-m., the vehicles col- 
lided near the intersec- 
tion of Queen and Main 
Streets. 


Peel paramedics report 
that one person from 


Peel Regional Police car rollover 


each vehicle was taken 
to hospital with minor 
injuries. 


Peel Regional Police re- 
ported later that night 
that the officer was re- 
leased from hospital. 
The condition of the oth- 
er individual involved in 
the crash was not known 
as of Thursday morning. 


The immediate area was 


cordoned off was Peel 
Regional Police’s Major 
Collision Bureau investi- 
gation. 


Police say that they are 
waiting for an update 
on the other individual 
involved in the crash be- 
fore deciding if the Spe- 
cial Investigations Unit 
(SIU) should be called in 
to investigate. 


Manhunt for suspects after 
shooting at Sherway Gardens 


A late-night shooting 
rocked the Sherway Gar- 
dens area as one person 
was rushed to hospi- 
tal in critical condition 
Wednesday evening. 


Toronto Police  re- 
sponded to a call about 
a shooting in the parking 
lot of Sherway Gardens, 
located on the Missis- 
sauga-Toronto _ border, 
around 7:30 p.m. 


Paramedics rushed a 
man in his 50s to a near- 
by trauma centre, while 
another individual, also 
in their 50s, was treated 
for non-life-threatening 
injuries caused by glass. 


Two male — suspects 
dressed in black and 
wearing hoods were 
spotted at the scene of 
the crime driving a sto- 
len black SUV. 


Investigators later 
found the vehicle, which 
they say was burned by 
the suspects in Missis- 
sauga. 


The man who was 
rushed to the trauma 
centre is expected to sur- 
vive, Toronto police say. 


Investigators say that 
the investigation is still 
ongoing. 


Massive drug and weapon seizure in Mississauga 


Aman and woman are in 
custody after the seizure of 
nearly $100,000 in drugs, 
along with several weap- 
ons. 

Peel Police’s conducted 
a search warrant this week 
on a house in Mississauga 
after an investigation. They 
seized several firearms, 
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including a Ruger assault 
rifle, Astra 9mm handgun 
and Glock 9mm handgun, 
along with a large amount 
of cocain and marijuana 
valued at over $97,000. 

The seizure was conduct- 
ed from Tactical and Res- 
cue unit and 12 Division 
officers. 


26-year-old Mikael 
Singh and _ 19-year-old 
Monifa Daley were arrested 
and charged with multiple 
drug- and firearm-related 
offenses. 

The pair were both held 
for bail hearings which 
took place on Aug. 16, 2017 
in Brampton court. 
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Man arrested after hate-inspired 
crime at Brampton home 


A man accused of 
screaming racial slurs 
and beating up a Bramp- 
ton resident standing in 
his driveway has been 
charged with a hate-mo- 
tivated criminal offence. 


Peel Regional Police ar- 
rested 28-year-old Mat- 
thew Wight and charged 
the Brampton man with 
a_hate-motivated  of- 
fence. He faces one count 
of assault causing bodily 
harm and one count of 
breach of recognizance, a 
bail-related offence. 

Peel’s 22 Division in- 
vestigated a report of a 
man who stopped his ve- 
hicle Sunday in front of 
a house in the Williams 
Parkway and_ Centre 
Street area, left the ve- 
hicle and attacked a man 
who was standing in the 
driveway, while uttering 


racial slurs at the same 
time. 


The 31-year-old Bramp- 
ton victim was _ trans- 
ported to a local hospital 
with serious facial inju- 
ries from the assault. 


He appeared in Bramp- 
ton court Monday to face 
the charges. If convicted 
of a criminal offence and 
it’s proved to be motivat- 
ed by hate or bias, higher 
penalties can be imposed 
by the judge during sen- 
tencing. 

Hate-motivated crimes 
are a key focus of investi- 
gation for the Peel police, 
Ontario’s second biggest 
force, since the big cities 
it patrols - Mississau- 
ga and Brampton -- are 
among the most racially 
and religiously diverse in 
Canada. 


The Ontario Civil Liber- 

ties Association, which 
often expresses strong 
opinions on hate-related 
crimes, urged govern- 
ment and media to bring 
calm when dealing with 
issues of terrorism and 
civil rights. 

“Frenzies can can re- 
sult, which lead to witch 
hunts, free rein of enforc- 
ers of social norms, and 
hastily drafted unwise 
legislation,” said Joseph 
Hickey, executive direc- 
tor of the Ottawa-based 
association. 


“In addition, — soci- 
ety-wide artificially in- 
duced outrage and fear 
can alter an insecure or 
vulnerable individual’s 
view of society, in a di- 
rection opposite to trust 
and community.” 


Missing woman in Brampton 


Police are asking for the 
public’s help in locating 
a missing 39 year-old fe- 
male in Brampton. 


Jacqueline Simmonds 
was last seen on Wednes- 
day, June 14 in the Sir 
Lou Drive and Huron- 
tario Street and Sir Lou 
Drive area 


Simmonds is described 
as female white, 5’6” feet 
tall, with a medium build 
and long brown hair with 
blue eyes. 


She was reported miss- 
ing by family in Thunder 
Bay, Ontario on August 
4, 2017. Family and po- 
lice are concerned for 


her well-being. 


Anyone with informa- 
tion on her whereabouts 
is asked to call investi- 
gators at the 22 Division 
Criminal Investigation 
Bureau at (905) 453- 
2121, ext. 2233. 


Crash cab: three people hospitalized 
after taxi-truck collision in Brampton 


Three people are in hos- 
pital after a recent crash 
in Brampton. 


Paramedics and emer- 
gency crews were called 
to the corner of Dixie 
Road and Queen Street 
East around 5 a.m. 
Thursday morning after 
a taxi was rear-ended by 
a transport truck. 


Two people sitting in 
the back seat of the taxi, 
a woman in her 60s and 
a man in his 50s, were 
rushed to a nearby hos- 
pital with life-threaten- 
ing injuries. 

Another man was also 
transported to hospital 
with minor injuries. 

Peel Police’s media rela- 


tions officer also report- 
ed that the driver of the 
transport truck was un- 
harmed. 


The area was closed ear- 
ly Thursday morning for 
an investigation. Police 
say that the cause of the 
crash is still unknown. 
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by Marco Patrone 


Brampton Mayor Linda 
Jeffrey says subsidies for 
money losing sports teams 
like the Beast, will be a bal- 
lot issue in next year’s mu- 
nicipal election. 

“For me it is,” she said in 
interview with PDN. 

“It’s an issue that many 
voters still feel very strong- 
ly about. They talk to me 
about it all the time just like 
they do about the LRT.” 


Jeffrey and Councillor 
Gurpreet Dhillon were the 
only two people on council 
who voted against a propos- 
al to extend a $1.5m finan- 
cial lifeline to the Bramp- 
ton Beast of the East Coast 
Hockey League. 

Despite a staff report that 
found the proposed spon- 
sorship deal was not in the 
best interests of taxpayers, 
council was overwhelming- 
ly in support of the plan. 

“To be perfectly honest I 
was shocked when it passed 
that evening,” said Jeffrey, 
“because some of my coun- 
cillors have a business back- 
ground. I would’ve thought 
the business case, the finan- 


cials and the advice from 
accountants would’ve co- 
loured that conversation.” 


Jeffrey says she does not 
believe the controversial 
sponsorship deal will be a 
defining issue in next year’s 
election. 

He adds, “it’s very import- 
ant to find out how your 
elected representatives vot- 
ed on it, why they thought it 
was a good deal, why my tax 
dollars would be spent sub- 
sidizing somebody who’s a 
millionaire.” 

The club, owned by a 
Kingston businessman and 
partly owned by Cary Ka- 
plan, has lost around $4 
million since it launched 
in 2013 but owners remain 
outwardly optimistic. 

They’ve offered fans an op- 
portunity to buy a stake in 
the franchise. Ownership 
defends the idea of public 
support for for-profit teams 
like the Beast as similar to 
funding for projects, which 
add to the overall quality of 
life for residents. 

Team owners remain opti- 
mistic about the future. 

Kaplan doesn’t like the 
word ‘bailout ‘when dis- 
cussing the sponsorship 


agreement, arguing that 
support for the Beast is 

“just like [when] the City 
im a park or community 
centre. Cities also invest in 
local hockey teams in every 
single city.” 

Despite her opposition to 
further subsidies for the 
Beast, Jeffrey likes the idea 
of attracting sports teams to 
the city, which generate five 
dollars in economic spinoffs 
for each one spent. 

Typically, events like 
league tournaments gen- 
erate lucrative economic 
spinoffs for the hospitality 
sector; including restau- 
rants and hotel. 

“Most sports groups do 
need support from their 
local municipality. The 
challenge is, ‘who’s your 
favourite’? How do you be 
fair to all your groups? Mi- 
nor hockey, soccer, cricket, 
baseball, there are a whole 
bunch of groups out there 
that I think are just as wor- 
thy.” 

Jeffrey does not see the 
‘Beast issue’ as a potential 
‘referendum’ question. 

“This is not one of those 
pivotal issues. It’s an an- 
noyance, an irritant. I think 


‘ 
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referendum questions are 
meant to be for the good of 
the community, a big ticket 
item like a university or an 
LRT.” 

Besides, she adds, “any 
referendum question has 
to go through the province 
and it has to be a question 
approved by council. This 
council wouldn’t want to 
have that question on the 
ballot. Many councillors 
would want this question to 
go away.” 

Councillor Dhillon told 
Peel Daily News the only 
way to change the culture is 
for voters to “bring in a new 
council,” by cleaning house 


in the next municipal elec- 
tion. 

“The Beast decision is part 
of a bigger problem. It’s 
part of a bigger culture of 
misspending and misuse of 
tax money,” he said. 

“We have councillors un- 
der police investigation 
last time, councillors who 
misspend money, you got 
councillors giving them- 
selves a raise last time, gave 
themselves severance pay 
and doubled their pension 
benefits.” 


Peel Police: Arrested officers should not reflect on “good work” from force 


Continued from Pg 1 


released on bail. He’s 
been suspended from duty 
with pay. 

Colley points out Ghu- 
man is entitled to his day 
in court and must be ex- 
tended “the same courte- 
sies that you would give 
any accused, that they’re 
innocent until proven 
guilty.” 

He says police are held to 
a higher standard. 


“We are sworn to an oath 
and we swear to pro- 
tect the community so 
of course we're held to a 
higher standard and we 
should be,” Colley said. 


Ghuman was one of 35 
officers inducted into the 
force in September 2016. 


Colley defended the train- 
ing of new officers as “top 
notch.” 


“This charge has nothing 
to do with training or lack 
thereof or the screening 
process. We've got a great 
recruiting process and 
they put everyone through 
a very rigorous selection 
process,” he said. 


Chief Jennifer Evans re- 
leased a statement saying, 
“Conduct of this nature is 
not tolerated by the Peel 
Regional Police and any 
officer who engages in this 
behaviour will be investi- 
gated and charged appro- 
priately.” 

Officers are subject to the 
same laws as everyone 
else but are also subject to 
discipline under the On- 


tario Police Services Act. 


“We're transparent and 
we let people know. It’s 
important that people 
know that the people in- 
volved in this are just as 
entitled to a fair trial, and 
go from there,” Evans said 
in a written statement. 


None of the four officers 
charged since April have 
been convicted of any 
crime. 


Last April, veteran offi- 
cer Detective David War- 
ren was charged with 
one count of obstructing 
justice and one count of 
breach of trust. 


In May, an officer whose 
name was not released 
was suspended with pay 
after being charged with 


Peel Police Sergeant Josh Colley. (Submitted photo) 


assault and sexual assault. 


In August, police have 
charged Constable Noel 
Santiago, with two counts 
of Fraud Under $5,000. 


He’s alleged to have filed 
improper employee bene- 
fit claims. Those charges 
were laid after a four- 
month investigation. 
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onnie Crombie and 
B other local mayors 

got the door slammed 
on them last week when the 
premier and leaders of the 
opposition soundly rejected 
calls by local governments 
for a sales tax hike to pay 
for roads, bridges and tran- 
sit. 


But instead of moaning 
about their financial prob- 
lems in a populist anti-tax 
political environment, lo- 
cal mayors and councils 
should just get down to 
work and look at the many 
other options they have to 
raise money for local build- 
ing projects. 

Premier Kathleen Wynne, 
PC Leader Patrick Brown 
and NDP leader Andrea 
Horwath all said they have 
no intention of hiking the 
HST by one percentage 
point to pay for local in- 
frastructure. At the annual 
conference of the Associ- 
ation of Municipalities of 
Ontario (AMO) in Ottawa, 
they came under intense 
lobbying by local politicians 
who know that one of them 
will hold the purse strings 
after next June’s election. 


Mississauga City Council 


The association represents 
Ontario’s 444 local govern- 
ments and has been press- 
ing for months for a share 
of the HST to pay for what 
the group says is a $4.9 
billion annual shortfall in 
funding local infrastruc- 
ture. 

A hike in the HST to 14 
per cent from 13 could raise 
more than $2.5 billion. But 
Wynne told the 1,900 dele- 
gates such a hike would “fly 
in the face” of the Liberals’ 
attempts to help Ontari- 
ans deal with cost of living 
pressures, including low- 
ering hydro bills this sum- 
mer. 


Wynne was adamant 
about opposing such a tax, 
telling AMO: “Constituents 
paying more taxes. .. . it’s 
not something that we're 
going to look at.” 

Brown and Horwath also 
rejected the association’s 
HST request, saying there 
are other ways to help cit- 
ies cope with infrastructure 
spending pressures. Brown 
noted that infrastructure 
projects usually run 25 per 
cent over budget so better 
financial management can 
save cities billions of dol- 
lars. 

Crombie told PDN she’s 
disappointed and “dis- 
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heartened” by Wynne’s 
HST rejection, which as a 
fellow Liberal she under- 
stands would be a tough 
sell in an election year for 
both provincial and munic- 
ipal leaders. 

“We're looking at the long 
term. We're looking for an 
understanding and appre- 
ciation that cities need rev- 
enue tools. We can’t build 
world class cities without 
additional funding.” 

Well, Mississauga has 
some new revenue tools, in- 
cluding a potential new ho- 
tel tax the province OKed in 
its recent budget that could 
raise up to $20 million a 


Stop whining about an HST hike— deal with it 


year for the City but also 
hike the cost of travelling 
here. 

The City could also borrow 
money by issuing bonds, 
or sell assets like its stake 
in the local hydro utility 
now known as Alectra. That 
could be worth hundreds of 
millions of dollars. 


Council could also hike 
the development charges 
builders pay when they 
erect homes and buildings 
or raise property taxes 
or the infrastructure levy 
homeowners pay on their 
annual home tax bills. 

That might not go down 
so well since the average 
property tax bill in the city 
is nearly $4,500 on an av- 
erage house, $1,000 more 
than a similar valued prop- 
erty in Toronto. In Bramp- 
ton, the tax bill is nearly 
$5,300 so you can under- 
stand why local politicians 
fear angry local taxpayers 
protesting rising levies. 
Other options include 
funding local infrastruc- 
ture through public-private 
partnerships that would 
spread the risk of paying for 
transit and other projects 
to investors and cut the up- 
front financing costs. The 
new Canada Infrastructure 
Bank set up by the Trudeau 


government has $35 billion 
of public money to invest 
and can leverage private 
investment from pension 
funds, banks and others for 
projects across the country. 


Finally, local governments 
can do a much better job 
holding the line on their 
own costs— for everything 
from labour and pensions 
to supplies and the cost of 
equipment and_ vehicles. 
Brampton and Mississau- 
ga will face unionized cost 
pressures in future when 
new contracts are negotiat- 
ed with their workers since 
municipal unions are look- 
ing to match recent four- 
year deals with OPSEU that 
hiked wages for provincial 
workers by 7.5 per cent. 

Peel communities should 
resist such pressure and 
be stingy with any raises 
unless they can find the 
savings elsewhere in their 
budget. 

Crombie told PDN cities 
want to look at the long 
term. Well, here’s her 
chance to come up with a 
plan that will help the city 
deal with its financial pres- 
sures over the next several 
years. 


John Valorzi is a veteran 

journalist and former business 

editor at the Canadian Press. 
john.valorzi@gmail.com 


Mississauga Mayor Bonnie Crombie in her own words on a proposed HST hike 


6Glhis is a long term 
campaign among all 
the mayors across the 
province to inform and 
educate the provincial 
government on the need 
for long term sustainable 
funding for cities. 
Theyre asking us to 
build 21st century cities 
with 20th century tools 
and it just doesn’t work. 
We have to go cap in 
hand anytime we want 
to build what we want to 
build, large capital infra- 
structure projects or any 
other aspirational proj- 
ect, the rail that we build, 
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a waste management 
plant, an_ incinerator, 
any large capital project. 
It doesn’t allow us to plan 
long term.” 

“We have to go cap in 
hand to one level of gov- 
ernment or the other. 


It doesnt allow us to 
control the destinies of 
our own cities so they 
have to assess this kind 
of piecemeal approach of 
‘cap in hand’. 

Is this the kind of thing 
that should continue to 
work in the future but 
doesn’t allow us to build 
complete cities? We do 


not have the ability to 


| increase property tax be- 


yond the rate of inflation. 
We have seniors, people 


'} who have their own bud- 


gets. 


Their salaries don’t go 
up more than the rate 
of inflation. We have se- 
niors on fixed incomes 
so it cannot come from 
the property tax base. It 
has to come from else- 
where. There are cities 
like Toronto that do have 
a suite of tools available 
to them. That is one op- 
tion. And the other option 
which AMO researched 


and polled, was the 1 per 
cent HST. No one wants 
new taxes of course. This 
is one if it were applied 
correctly could work for 
everyone. The cities cant 
continue with property 
taxes as their only source 
of revenues.” 


“My goal is to hold the 
line of property taxes, not 
to increase beyond the 
rate of inflation and ad- 
ditional revenue would 
come from other sources, 
whether its from other 
levels of government or 
other tools that may be 
made available to us.” 
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Strike looms for group-home workers as talks 
stall: could be on strike early next month 


by John Valorzi 


The government agency that 
runs group homes and other 
services for the developmen- 
tally challenged in Peel Region 
and other parts of the western 
GTA could be on strike early 
next month. 


The Ontario Public Service 
Employees Union (OPSEU) 
has asked the provincial Min- 
istry of Labour for a “no board” 
report signalling an impasse in 
contract talks. Once the min- 
istry issues the report, a legal 
strike or lockout can take place 
on the 17th calendar day after 
that. 


The union represents 340 
workers at the Central West 
Specialized Development Ser- 
vices agency at group homes 
in Mississauga, Oakville, Bur- 
lington, and Halton Hills. 

The two sides have been ne- 
gotiating since the previous 
contract expired March 31. An 
initial offer of 10 cents an hour 
in each of two years was re- 
jected by 91 per cent of union 
members. 


The two sides met with a gov- 


Warren (Smokey) Thomas 


ernment-appointed — concilia- 
tor on Aug. 8, but no progress 
was made. However, both 
sides have agreed to mediation 
before the possible strike or 
lockout date. 


Wages are the key issue in the 
dispute. 


“One of our top priorities is 
ensuring our services foster 
the inclusion and dignity that 
adults with developmental 
disabilities have a right to,” 
said Sue Walker, president of 
OPSEU Local 249. 


“However, the employer 
doesn’t think we deserve the 


same kind of dignity— not 
when theyre offering us 
dimes.” 


The 340 workers provide 
residential services in group 
homes across and treatment 
services, including counsel- 
ling, nursing, speech-language 
pathology, behaviour therapy, 
and psychology services. 


Warren (Smokey) Thomas, 
president of OPSEU, noted 
that the provincial govern- 
ment has recently agreed to 
contracts with a number of 
large public sector bargaining 
units—7.5 per cent wage hikes 
over four years— and the de- 
velopment workers expect the 
same kind of fairness. 


“T clearly recall the disrup- 
tions of 2007 caused by a se- 
ries of strikes in developmen- 
tal services,” he said. “At the 
time, this same Liberal gov- 
ernment promised to stabilize 
the sector. OPSEU firmly be- 
lieves that a fair deal, compa- 
rable to the deals offered to the 
bigger players, is the only way 
to bring the stability that de- 
velopmental services workers 
deserve— and that their clients 
need.” 


Health warning issued after 


infected bird puts humans at risk 
\ 


by Marco Patrone 


Peel Region has issued a 
public health warning after 
a pet cockatiel was found in- 
fected with a bacteria poten- 
tially harmful to people. 


The infected bird tested pos- 
itive for avian chlamydiosis, 
which can cause psittacosis in 
humans. 


“It’s basically a respiratory 
disease like pneumonia,” said 
said Dr. Lawrence Loh, acting 
medical officer for Peel Public 
Health. 


“So you basically end up 
with headaches, coughing, 
fatigue, difficulty breathing. 
It’s a fairly rare disease but 
it’s passed from birds to hu- 
mans,” he said. 


There are no reports of peo- 
ple getting sick as a result of 
this bird’s infection and risk 
is low to members of the pub- 
lic. 


Health officials are advis- 
ing those who bought a bird 
from a home-based aviary, 
bird, and any other pet birds 
that have been in contact with 
it, to a vet for testing. 


“So I would say the average 
person who owns a cockatiel, 
only if they purchased it from 
a home-based aviary in the 
last three to six months,” said 
Dr. Loh. 


The Ontario Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to An- 
imals inspected the Bramp- 
ton residence from which the 
infected bird was purchased 
and found about 100 birds. 


If those pet owners are ex- 
periencing fever, muscle 
aches and a dry cough, they 
are advised to see their family 
doctor. 


Psittacosis is treatable with 
antibiotics but can be mis- 
diagnosed as bronchitis or 
pneumonia if the doctor 
doesn’t ask the patient about 
exposure to birds. 


“Because it’s a rare disease,” 
said Dr. Loh, “it may get 
missed and people may end 
up becoming sicker if they’re 
not treated properly for the 
appropriate disease.” 


If left untreated, severe cas- 
es can lead to heart, liver and 
neurological problems and 
even death. 
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Morguard shores up investment 
in real estate ownership 


Morguard Corp., one 
of Mississauga’s biggest 
property owners, is spend- 
ing $18.8 million to hike 
its ownership stake in the 
real estate investment trust 
that carries its name. 


The company, based on 
City Centre Dr. in down- 
town Mississauga, has 
bought another 1.24 mil- 
lion units of the Morguard 
REIT at $15.18 each on the 
Toronto Stock Exchange. 


The purchase represents 
just over two per cent of 
the outstanding units of the 
trust. 


Following the acquisitions, 

Morguard and its partner 
Paros Enterprises Ltd. and 
CEO K. Rai Sahi own 37.6 
million units or just over 62 
per cent of the REIT. 


Morguard said the units 
were bought for investment 
purposes. 


Morguard owns apartment 
buildings, office towers , 
hotels and other property 
across the city and GTA. 


The company estimates 
its real estate portfolio is 
worth nearly $22 billion. 


The Morguard-controlled 


real estate trust owns 49 
shopping malls and office/ 
industrial properties in 
Canada, with a book value 
of $2.9 billion and approx- 
imately 8.7 million square 
feet of leasable space. 
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LRT bidders include local 


builders, Euro, Japanese giants 


The $1.4 billion Hurontar- 
io Light Rail Transit project 
got a huge lift Thursday as 
the Liberal government put 
out a bid for a private-public 
partnership to develop the 
major Peel Region transit 
system. 

The Ministry of Transporta- 
tion released a Request for 
Proposals to design, build, fi- 
nance, operate and maintain 
the new LRT line. 

The winning bid will come 
from three preferred bidders, 
which include European and 
Japanese multinationals as 
well as local builders. 

The Hurontario LRT proj- 
ect includes about 20 km of 
new dedicated rapid transit 
between the Port Credit GO 
Station in Mississauga and 
Gateway Terminal in south- 
ern Brampton, with 22 stops 
and connections to GO Tran- 
sit’s Milton and Lakeshore 
West lines. 


The LRT line is one of the 
biggest infrastructure proj- 
ects in Peel’s history and is 
expected to spur office, con- 
do and retail development 
along the route. 

Though the province will 
kick in $1.4 billion to build 
the LRT, it will also boost 
costs for the city, depending 
on who runs the system and 
how it is built. 

Under the RFP, the three 
private sector teams— made 
up of bankers, designers and 
builders— shortlisted for the 
Hurontario LRT project will 
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submit their proposals to 
Infrastructure Ontario and 


Metrolinx, the provincial 
transit agency, later this year. 
The contract is slated to be 
awarded in 2018 and con- 
struction should begin later 
in the year, with service be- 
ginning in 2022. 

“Today is a major step for- 
ward for the Hurontario 
LRT project,” Transportation 
Minister Steven Del Duca an- 
nounced at Queen’s Park. 


“The new LRT will make life 
easier for families and com- 
muters in Mississauga and 
Brampton by providing a 
faster, more reliable transit 
option, with improved con- 
nections to local transit and 
GO rail services.” 

The three chosen bidders 
are: 


*The Hurontario Light Rail 
Connection Partnership, 
which includes Spanish tran- 
sit developer Cintra, French 
road builder Colas and 
Spain’s infrastructure con- 
glomerate Acciona. 
eMobilinx, a group made up 
of Japanese multinational 
Hitachi, Canadian builder 
PCL, Italian construction gi- 
ant Astaldi as well as French 
transit operator Transdev. 


Trillium Transit Partners, 
a group that contains local 
builder Bird Construction, 
the Stantec engineeing firm, 
Coco Paving, the Kiewit 
group and Keolis Canada, 
a Montreal-based bus and 
transit operator. 

In a statement, Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie said 


the LRT project “is a key part 
of our city’s future and build- 
ing the complete city where 
people want to live, invest 
and open up a business.” 
“City staff has worked close- 
ly with Metrolinx to prepare 
this project for procurement. 
We are continuing to work 
with our partners to bring 
much-needed rapid transit 
to Hurontario. The LRT is a 
game changer for Mississau- 
ga and will ensure the Hu- 
rontario corridor grows in a 
sustainable way.” 

Brampton Mayor Linda Jef- 
frey noted Thursday’s “long 
awaited milestone” for the 
huge transit project. 

“The Hurontario-Main Light 
Rail Transit project is one 
of many significant catalysts 
that are sparking urban re- 
newal and development in 
the City of Brampton,” she 
said. 

“Our city continues to expe- 
rience tremendous growth, 
and both the public and pri- 
vate sector will be the Photo 
courtesy of Metrolinx bene- 
ficiaries of this LRT invest- 
ment.” 

Besides its GO connections, 
the LRT includes three stops 
in downtown Mississauga as 
well as links to Mississauga 
MiWay, Brampton Transit, 
Brampton Ziim, and the Mis- 
sissauga Transitway; and a 
maintenance and _ storage 
yard for the light rail vehicles 
at Highway 407. 
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by John Valorzi 


Ontario’s proposed min- 
imum wage hike and oth- 
er pro-labour changes 
planned by the Liberal gov- 
ernment could put 185,000 
jobs at risk and cost con- 
sumers $1,300 a year in 
higher prices, says a study 
commissioned by the busi- 
ness community. 


The study by the Canadian 
Centre for Economic Analy- 
sis concludes that Bill 148, 
the Fair Workplaces Better 
Jobs Act, concludes that 
these vast, unprecedent- 
ed reforms will put about 
185,000 jobs at risk in the 
first two years, greatly im- 
pacting Ontario’s most vul- 
nerable. 


Moreover, it will add 
$1,300 to the annual costs 
of each household in Peel 
Region and across Ontario 
and boost the rate of infla- 
tion each year. 


“The changes presented in 


Bill 148 will have dramatic 
unintended consequences 
that include putting close 
to 200,000 jobs at risk and 
seeing everyday consumer 
goods and services increase 
by thousands of dollars for 
each and every family in 
Ontario,” said Karl Baldauf, 
vice-president of policy and 
government relations at the 
Ontario Chamber of Com- 
merce and spokesperson for 
the Keep Ontario Working 
Coalition, a pro-business 
lobby group made up of the 
chamber, Retail Council 
of Canada and many other 
business groups, including 
hotel, food service, real es- 
tate and agriculture. 


“We've run the numbers 
and it’s clear that this is too 
much, too soon. If the On- 
tario government chooses to 
proceed with these sweep- 
ing reforms too quickly, all 
of us will be affected, and 
the most vulnerable in our 
society chief among them.” 
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n Sa Pr err 


Minimum wage hike could cost 185,000 jobs: report 


The Wynne government 
tabled sweeping labour re- 
forms in June that would 
hike the minimum wage 
by nearly a third to $a15 
an hour by 2019 and intro- 
duce several labour-friend- 
ly measures opposed by 
business. Boards of Trade 
in Mississauga, Brampton 
and Caledon reject the min- 
imum wage hike because 
they say it would cost jobs 


and hurt small businesses 
and hike prices on goods 
and services for consumers. 


For example, a Mississau- 
ga Tim Hortons restaurant 
would likely have to hike 
prices for coffee and dough- 
nuts if it faced a hefty min- 
imum wage hike which will 
be phased in beginning next 
January. 


A small auto parts supplier 


Peel builder boosts revenues through 


One of Peel Region’s big- 
gest builders is increas- 
ingly relying on public 
private partnerships to 
boost revenues in the 
highly competitive con- 
struction market. 

In its latest financial re- 
port, Bird Construction 
Inc. revealed it completed 
three private-public proj- 
ects across the country 
during the spring quarter. 
The company, head- 
quartered on Explorer 
Drive near Highway 401 
in northern Mississauga, 
says it built: 

¢ The Calgary Compost- 
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ing Facility, the largest 
composting plant in Can- 
ada, which also includes 
an administration and ed- 
ucational building; 


¢ The Casey House rede- 
velopment in downtown 
Toronto: The project is a 
four-storey addition to a 
heritage-designated Vic- 
torian mansion and is an 
HIV-AIDS treatment cen- 
tre that will service 200 
registered clients and has 
14 new inpatient rooms. 

* 18 joint-use schools in 
Saskatchewan. Bird fin- 
ished the schools on nine 
sites in Regina and the 


Saskatoon region repre- 
senting the largest new 
schools project in Sas- 
katchewan’s history. 

Each joint-use site in- 
cludes two schools: one 
public and one Catholic, 
along with a 90-space 
childcare centre and com- 
munity space. 

Ottawa and_ provincial 
governments are turn- 
ing increasingly to pri- 
vate-public deals to pay 
for infrastructure, transit 
systems and other capital 
projects they can’t readily 
afford. 


So-called triple Ps have 


built hospitals, transit 
systems, bridges, court- 
houses, schools and other 
public infrastructure in a 
variety of financing and 
construction deals. 


Earlier this month, Bird 
revealed it is part of a 
group that will design, 
build, finance and main- 
tain a 5,000-seat concert 
hall for the Ontario Lot- 
tery and Gaming Corp. 
in Niagara Falls. Bird 
will design and build the 
project and has taken a 
minority stake in the con- 
sortium. 


“The company — suc- 


in Brampton would likely 
have to hike its selling pric- 
es to its customers to deal 
with the hit to its bottom 
line. 


The Liberals argue that the 
minimum wage increase 
will help ease poverty and 
boost the economy by pro- 
viding more disposable in- 
come for the working poor. 


They also have hinted at 
providing tax beaks or other 
benefits to business to offset 
the rising costs for compa- 
nies. 


Last Monday’s economic 
impact study was commis- 
sioned by the Kee Ontario 
Working coalition to mea- 
sure the potential impacts 
of six key areas of change in 
Bill 148, including hikes to 
minimum wages, change in 
“equal pay” provisions, va- 
cation, scheduling, personal 
emergency leave (PEL) and 
unionization. 


The study also predicts the 
sweeping labour changes 


would: 
¢ Cause a $23 billion hit to 
business over the next two 
years alone; 
¢ Hit young people and 
women particularly hard. 
Of the 185,000 Ontario jobs 
threatened, about 30,000 
of the jobs at risk are youth 
under 25 and 96,000 would 
be women; 

eForce the Ontario gov- 
ernment to borrow $440 
million more to cover the 
increases in new costs from 
this legislation. 
If the government were to 
provide offsets to business- 
es, as they have indicated, 
the province’s treasury will 
take a bigger hit 
eMunicipalities will be 
forced to increase employ- 
ee wages by $500 million 
without additional offset- 
ting revenues 
*The City of Mississauga 
would face a $2 million hike 
in payroll costs over two 
years from the minimum 
wage raise. 


government deals 


cessfully completed and 
turned over three PPP 
projects this quarter, 
demonstrating our abil- 
ity to execute complex 
work across the country,” 
President and CEO Ian 
Boyd said in the financial 
report, which showed the 
company earned weaker 
profits and lower reve- 
nues. 


“In the quarter, the com- 
pany also made its first 
significant equity invest- 
ments, furthering our 
strategy in this important 
market. With the activity 
in the PPP market increas- 


ing and our early success 
with three key wins to 
date in 2017, the Compa- 
ny is well-positioned to 
secure additional social 
infrastructure projects 
as well as transportation 
and environmental relat- 
ed projects, broadening 
our scope of expertise and 
advancing our diversifica- 
tion efforts.” 

In the second quarter, 
Bird’s net profits dropped 
to $2.5 million from $3.9 
million last year, while 
construction revenues fell 
to $345.9 million from 
$413.2 million. 
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Brampton warehouse complex 
bought by Vancouver developer 


Pure Industrial Real 
Estate Investment Trust 
has completed the $101 
million takeover of a 
Brampton warehouse 
complex that ships cere- 
al across the country for 
one of the world’s biggest 
breakfast food makers. 


The Vancouver-based 
property owner and de- 
veloper just acquired 100 
Sandalwood Parkway, a 
764,182 square foot dis- 
tribution centre located 
on Highway 10 in one 
of the GTA’s strongest 
industrial markets, with 
access to major 400-se- 
ries highways, Pearson 
Internationa Airport, 
major rail links and pub- 
lic transit. 


The warehouse is fully 
leased to Kellogg Canada 
Inc., which distributes 
its cereal products na- 
tionally from the ware- 
house. Pure Industrial 
said the warehouse. sits 
on about 50 acres of land 
and can be expanded in 
the future. 


Brampton is a major 
distribution centre for 
the GTA economy, with 
big warehouses _ that 
store and ship goods 
from Canadian Tire, 
Coca Cola Bottling, Best 
Buy and Ford Motor Co. 
Trucking is also one of 
Peel Region’s _ biggest 


ubmitted Photo 


employers. 


The trust owns and and 
operates a_ diversified 
peeks of income-pro- 

ucing industrial prop- 
erties in leading markets 
across Canada and parts 
of the United States. . 


Mississaugas triOS College 
buys First Nations owned school 


Mississauga’s triOS College is 
buying a London-based mas- 
sage therapy school owned by a 
First Nations band. 


triOS, a private career college 
with nine southern Ontario 
campuses, including local sites 
on Mississauga Road and City 
Centre Drive, is taking over the 
D’Arcy Lane Institute and will 
move it into the current triOS 
College location on First Street 
in London. 


As part of the transaction, 
triOS College has agreed to 
provide $150,000 of scholar- 
ships to Oneida Nation of the 
Thames members to study in 
any triOS programs. 


Before this sale, the Oneida 

band owned D’Arcy Lane and 
trained students in massage 
therapy and horse massage 
treatments. 


Financial terms of the deal 
were not revealed. 


“Tt is with great excitement 
that we are able to bring the 
D’Arcy Lane Institute and its 
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ule: 


employees into the triOS fam- 
ily,” said triOS CEO Frank Ge- 
rencser, who co-founded the 
school 25 years ago. 


“They are one of the original 
massage therapy institutions 
and have built an outstand- 
ing reputation in London over 
the years. We will continue to 
build upon that reputation as 
we grow the Massage Therapy 
and Equine Massage Therapy 
programs in Ontario.” 


In addition to the deal, triOS 
College’s Hamilton location 
has added a brand new mas- 
sage therapy clinic to their 
campus and will be offering the 
88-week program to students 
in that area. 


“We are pleased to transi- 
tion the ownership of D’Arcy 
Lane Institute to triOS College 
from the Oneida Nation of the 
Thames,” said Charity Dox- 
tator, acting Chief of Oneida 
Nation of the Thames. “triOS 
has the expertise and resources 
to grow the Institute and pro- 
vide career opportunities for its 
graduates. We are pleased to 
continue our association with 
D’Arcy Lane Institute and tri- 
OS College through the schol- 
arship program.” 


D’Arcy Lane will continue to 
train current students and tri- 
OS College will accept new stu- 
dents in classes beginning in 
September. 


triOS College Business Tech- 

nology Healthcare Inc. trains 
students in business, technolo- 
gy, healthcare, law and supply 
chain services. It is one of the 
largest private colleges in On- 
tario. 


The Oneida band has about 
1,300 members and is based 
near London. 
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Local pharmaceutical company 
gets federal approval for Hep C 


Gilead Science Canada 
Inc. says the federal gov- 
ernment has approved 
the sale of its drug to treat 
Hepatitis C in some hard- 
to-cure patients. 


Gilead Canada says Health 

Canada has approved the 
use of Vosevi tablets for 
the treatment of chronic 
hepatitis C virus infection 
in some adults currently 
treated with other meth- 
ods. 


“HCV treatment has been 
transformed by effective 
direct-acting antiviral regi- 
mens, allowing health care 
providers the opportunity 
to cure many patients,” 
said Dr. Stephen Shafran, 
professor of medicine at 
the University of Alberta. 


“However, for those pa- 
tients who have failed 
with prior therapy, there 
remains an unmet clinical 
need for an effective and 
well-tolerated option. 


Vosevi Phase 3 clinical 
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studies have resulted in 
high cure rates among pa- 
tients who were not pre- 
viously cured with several 
widely-prescribed DAA 
regimens, providing phy- 
sicians with an important 
new therapeutic option 
that could offer hope for 
their hardest-to-cure pa- 
tients.” 


Gilead Canada is head- 
quartered on Mississauga 
Road in the northern part 
of the city and is the Cana- 
dian subsidiary of Amer- 
ican multinational Gilead 
Sciences, which employs 


7,900 people in 30 coun- 
tries around the world. | 
The company set up its 


Canadian unit in 2006 
and the unit is part of the 
so-called “Pill Hill” cluster 
of global drug developers 
who call Mississauga and 
Brampton their Canadian 
home. 


“The evolution of Gile- 
ad’s portfolio of HCV sin- 
gle-tablet regimens has 
been driven by our com- 
mitment to address pre- 
viously unmet needs and 
put the possibility of cure 
within reach for as many 
HCV patient populations 
as possible,” said Kennet 
Brysting, general manager 
of Gilead Canada. 


“The approval of Vosevi 
in Canada completes our 
HCV portfolio and this 
will enable the company 
to commit to collaborative 
partnerships that will help 
drive progress towards the 
goal of eliminating HCV in 
Canada by 2030.” 


Local aerospace parts 
plants to add 132 jobs 


Aerospace parts maker 
Cyclone Manufacturing is 
expanding its three Mis- 
sissauga plants, adding 132 
new jobs. 


The company is going 
ahead with a nearly $65 
million expansion, partly 
financed by a $5.2 million 
grant from the provincial 
Liberal government. 


Cyclone operates three 
plants in Mississauga— at 
Meadowpine Boulevard, 
Century Boulevard and 
Rapistan Crescent— as 
well as factories in Milton 
and Poland. The company 
has 554 employees. 


The company makes pre- 
cision components for the 
aerospace industry, with 
services including ma- 
chining, sheet metal fabri- 
cation, tube bending and 
welding, assembly and fi- 
nal processing and finish- 


ing. Cyclone’s customers 
include The company’s 
customers include Bom- 
bardier, Spirit, Airbus, 
Boeing, Israel Aerospace 
Industries, Triumph, Lock- 
heed Martin and AIDC. 


The provincial grant 
comes from Ontario’s Jobs 
and Prosperity Fund and 
will help the company en- 
hance output, invest in new 
equipment and set up new 
process lines to bring work 
in-house that is currently 
outsourced. The expansion 
means 80,000 square feet 
in new production space, 
plus the longer-term addi- 
tion of a new plant, which 
will help the company be- 
come more efficient. 


The expansion is slated 
for completion in the fall 
of 2021. 


Finance Minister Charles 
Sousa, the MPP for Mis- 


sissauga South, recently 
unveiled the government 
funding at Cyclone’s head 
office on Meadowpine 
Boulevard, saying the jobs 
fund announced in the 
2015 budget is helping 
business expand its invest- 
ments and create jobs. 


The fund is a 10-year $2.7 
billion pool of money to 
stimulate new private in- 
vestment in the economy. 


“Our government is com- 
mitted to building a skilled 
workforce and competi- 
tive business climate that 
supports investment and 
economic growth in com- 
munities across the prov- 
ince. The expansion of the 
Cyclone Manufacturing 
facilities will bring more 
jobs to Mississauga, while 
strengthening Ontario’s 
advanced manufacturing 
sector. 
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NSPORTS 


Attention Peel sports groups 
Please contact our Sports Editor 


sports@peeldailynews.com for getting your 
group's information in the paper for FREE. 


Six Nations And Coquitlam Clash In Minto Cup Final 


by Benedict 
Rhodes 


The Coquitlam Adanacs 

and Six Nations Arrows 
will begin their Minto 
Cup final series tonight 
at 8 at Brampton’s Me- 
morial Arena. 


The two sides met in the 

final game of the round 
robin portion of the 
tournament. 


Six Nations kept their 
perfect record alive by 
beating Coquitlam 9-2, 
securing their spot in the 
final. 


Tehoka Nanticoke 
scored six goals in that 
game on a night when 
the Arrows won with 
ease. 

Coquitlam played Mim- 
ico on Sunday night for 
a spot in the final and 
came out on top with a 
dominant 10-4 victory. 


Five Players To 
Watch For: 


These five showed im- 
pressive skill during the 
round robin games, and 
in Coquitlam’s case, the 
semi-final. 


5) Austin Staats — In the 
three games Six Nations 
has played at the tourna- 
ment, Staats has 3 goals 
and 8 assists, good for 11 
points, the most on the 
team. 


Watch for him to pair 
up with the next player 
on the list. 


4) Tehoka Nanticoke — 
Second on the Arrows 
with 10 points, Tehoka 
Nanticoke is the sniper 
on the team, finishing 
the round robin with 8 
goals, including six in 
the final game versus Co- 
quitlam. 


He'll need to score goals 
if Six Nations is to win it 
all. 


3) Dennon Armstrong — 
The leading point-getter 
in the tournament so far, 
Armstrong will need to 
pace the Adanacs offense 
if they are to compete 
with a very defensive Six 
Nations team. He has 5 
goals and 10 assists in 
the tournament so far. 


2) Doug Jamieson — 
The Six Nations goalie 
has been impressive in 
the tournament, playing 
all 180 minutes, allowing 
just 12 goals (an average 


of 4.00 goals per game). 

1) Christian Del Bian- 
co — Although Del Bian- 
co has allowed 17 more 
goals than Jamieson, his 
abundance of highlight 
reel saves have left fans 
speechless and his ath- 
leticism in the Coquitlam 
net is a huge reason 
they’re in the final. 


He is the reason they 
won 2 of their 3 round 
robin games and the 
semi-final. 


What’s Next: 


Games 2 and 3 will be 
played on Wednesday 
and Thursday nights, 
and if games 4 and 5 are 
needed, they'll be played 
on Saturday and Sunday 
nights. All games start at 
8pm. 

PDN Sports will have 
full coverage of the fi- 
nals. 


Tuesday Aug. 22 - 
FinalGame 1- 8 p.m. 
Wednesday Aug. 23 - 
Final Game 2 - 8 p.m. 
Thursday Aug. 24 - 
Final Game 3 - 8 p.m. 


Minto Cup team captains: Reid Bowering, Coquitlam Adanacs, Travis Getz - Okotoks 
Raiders, Jeremy Bomberry - Six Nations Arrows, Tanner Thomson - Mimico Mountain- 


eers. Photo by Erica Phillips 


Minto Cup Schedule 


Saturday Aug. 26 - 

Final Game 4 - 8 p.m. 
if necessary 

Sunday Aug. 27 - 

Final Game 5 - 8 p.m. 
if necessary 


PDN Sports will provide 
complete coverage with 
two reporters on the job: 
Benedict Rhodes and 
Joe Snider. 
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Coach » Corner 


The Journeyman unpacks his suitcase 


40-year-old Toronto native 

Colin Chaulk, entering his 
third season as Head Coach 
of the Brampton Beast, 
played in 11 leagues over the 
course of his career. 


As a junior he skated with 
the Kingston Frontenacs 
in the OHL----amassing 
96 points in 60 games in 
97/98. 

Chaulk, who never made 
the NHL, spent several sea- 
sons in tier two pro with 
the Fort Wayne Komets as 
they played in four differ- 
ent leagues--the IHL, UHL, 
CHL and ECHL. Statistical- 
ly with the 

Komets his best years 
were when they were in the 
United Hockey League. In 
02/03---he scored 23 goals 
and added 59 assists; next- 
23 goals and 96 points in 
03/04. 

In 2004-05 he scored 19 
times and added 73 help- 
ers. In 05/06 in 66 games 


he tallied 26 goals and 79 
points. 

Chaulk played in the Met- 
ro Junior A Hockey League, 
Ontario Hockey League, 
Western Professional 
Hockey League, ECHL, In- 
ternational Hockey League, 
American Hockey League, 
United Hockey League, 
West Coast Hockey League, 
Italy Serie A, International 
Hockey League and Central 
Hockey League. 


In his first season as Beast 
bench boss (2015-2016) 
the team won 23, lost 38 
in regulation along with 11 
in overtime and missed the 
playoffs. 

Last season they were vast- 
ly improved, going 40-24- 
o and 8--making the play- 
offs but losing in round 2. 
A family man , Colin is 
married, with two daugh- 
ters, Ava and Caprie. 


Photo Courtesy of Rocket Sports Media 


North Dufferin Baseball League 


@ vez Bolton Brewers vs. Aurora Jays 


Sun. August 20 
Tues. August 22 


Sat. August 26 
* Sun. August 27 
* Tues. August 29 


ao) ae ee 


PORT CRED, 
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Thurs. August 24 


3:00 p.m. (Bolton 7/Aurora 4) 
7:30 p.m. Aurora (LWP) 

7:30 p.m. Bolton 

2:00 p.m. Aurora (LWP) 
2:30p.m. _ Bolton 

7:30 p.m. Aurora (LWP) 
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BOAT SHOW 
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PDN Spotlight: Brampton Tennis Club 


by Joe Snider 


Tennis has had a long 
and interesting history in 
Brampton. Reports of its 
popularity as a local recre- 
ational sport date back to 
the 1880s. 


The Brampton Tennis Club 
originated in 1885 as part 
of the Brampton Amateur 
Athletic Association. This 
association, among other 
activities, created the first 
organized tennis courts for 
the public on the Rosalea 
Park grounds. 


The location of the Club 
in Brampton changed from 
time to time during its first 
half-century or so of exis- 
tence. However, in 1954, the 
Club sought assistance from 
the then Town of Brampton 
and was granted the use of 
part of Rosalea Park. That 
year, with the creation of 
four clay courts on land that 


had been used as a lacrosse 
pitch, the current location 
took root. Over the years, 
there have been significant 
changes such as overhead 
lighting, a clubhouse, ad- 
ditional clay courts as well 
as two hard courts, and an 
automatic sprinkler system. 
Thanks to the efforts of 
numerous Club members 
over the years, the popular- 
ity of tennis has grown in 
Brampton and the Club has 
become a significant land- 
mark on the local sports 
scene. 


Three Club members: Am- 
blo Wilby, Ralph Adsetts 
and Cecil Stokoe were of- 
ficially recognized by the 
City for all their efforts and 
were inducted into the City 
of Brampton Sports Hall of 
Fame. Plaques to commem- 
orate Amblo, Ralph and 
Cecil can be found in the 


Fine Point Furnishings 


ool be 


12612 Highway 530, unit 24, Bolton , 


Clubhouse. 


Over the years, hundreds 
of players have learned the 
game at the Club through 
well-designed lessons of- 
fered by excellent coaches. 
And while most simply en- 
joyed recreational tennis, 
others with a more compet- 
itive nature took their game 
to a higher level. Some 
former members of the 
Brampton Tennis Club have 
even competed internation- 
ally; the best known is Jill 
Hetherington who played in 
professional tournaments 
worldwide including Wim- 
bledon. 


Today the Club contin- 
ues to grow with over 400 
members and numerous 
programs for all ages and 
interests. 

PDN Sports will be cover- 
ing the BTC on an ongoing 
basis: scores, etc. 


Ontario 
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Kata faceoff highlights karate tournament at AMA Brampton 


by Benedict Rhodes 


A kata faceoff between 
Sempai_ Percival and 
Sensei Johnson stole the 
show at the AMA Bramp- 
ton karate tournament 
recently, held at the AMA 
Brampton North dojo. 


The tournament, a fund- 
raising event in support 


of the William Osler 
Health System Founda- 
tion, was an all day event 
that featured martial 
artists from various age 
groups and belt levels 
competing against each 
other. 


Black belts weren’t com- 
peting, but were help- 
ing out by judging the 


tournament and men- 
toring younger students 
throughout the day. 


The Kata faceoff be- 
tween Sempai Percival 
and Sensei Johnson at- 
tracted the biggest crowd 
of the day. Both compet- 
itors gave it their best 
effort but it was Sensei 
Johnson who won the 


faceoff, after the judges 
decided he displayed the 
best overall kata. 


Kata scoring is based 
on points that can be 
earned through factors 
including the accuracy, 
balance, etiquette and 
overall sharpness of the 
kata performed. 


Gregory Johnston, 17, 


was one of the competi- 
tors at the event, placing 
second in weapons, third 
in empty hand forms and 
fourth in self defence in 
the 16-17 year old boys 
Brown Belt division. 


“The tournament was 
well run. People seemed 
to have fun and it was a 
good learning experience 


for everyone involved,” 
he said. 


The event was a suc- 
cessful one, raising 
$2,930.80 for the Wil- 
liam Osler Health Sys- 
tem Foundation. 


Masters Runner Dermot Holwell sets the Gold Standard for Boston Marathon Completions 


by David 
Robinson 


You may have done 
some running to keep 
in shape. If you do, you 
probably have heard of 
the Boston Marathon. If 
you are fast enough and 
dedicated to your sport, 
you may have even qual- 
ified for this prestigious 
race and completed it. 
Dermot Holwell, a 
62-year-old mild-man- 
nered accountant and 
local trucking executive, 
has completed this — the 
grand daddy of all mara- 
thons - a total of 27 con- 
secutive times! 
Originally a rower from 
St. Johns Newfoundland, 
Holwell got into running 
in 1978 and, you guessed 
it, to keep in shape for 
rowing. His rowing coach 
suggested he run a few 
miles around the rowing 
lake to build his stamina 
for competitions. 

Lady Luck has always 
smiled favourably on 
Dermot, because it was 
around this time that his 
neighbour Gord Tarrant, 
a legally blind runner, 
knocked on his door ask- 
ing if he would run with 
him as guide. Dermot 
agreed. 

The first run was 7 miles 
and he was hooked for 
good. 

That was 1978. Dermot 
did his first marathon in 
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1981 in St. Johns. With 
that, he found the thing 
that would keep his body 
and soul youthful and 
happy for years to come. 
Buoyed with confidence, 
he piled up over 1000 
miles of trailing in the 
tough weather condi- 
tions of life on the rock. 
Coming from a cold wet 
place, he wasn’t used to 
the heat. He entered the 
1981 Ottawa Marathon 
and the race day was 
a scorcher. A true trial 
by fire, but Dermot sur- 
vived. It made him stron- 
ger and gave him the 
confidence to keep going. 


Moving to Toronto in 
1985 to pursue his ac- 
counting career, he spent 
several years with the 
one of the big accounting 
firms before joining the 
trucking industry. He 
got married and started 
a family, but the love of 
running never left him. 
In 1991, he qualified and 
entered his first Boston 
Marathon. An _ experi- 
ence he would never 
forget and one that has 
become the focus of his 
training and his life. 
Being an accountant, 
Dermot knows his way 
around a_ spreadsheet 
and is meticulous in 
keeping a log of his 
running miles. He has 
logged every single mile 
and every single work- 
out he has ever done. He 
once logged 2408 miles 


in one year and logged 
over 25000 miles in the 
10 years between 1994 
and 2003. 

In all, Dermot has com- 
pleted 72 marathons with 
a personal best time of 2 
hours, 47 minutes. This 
amazing total includes 
26 marathons with a 
time under 3 hours. Cer- 
tainly a testament to his 
consistency. 

He credits much of his 
success to an opportuni- 
ty to train with the late 
Gord Dixon, an Olympic 
marathoner and _not- 
ed running coach from 
Burlington. “Gord got 
me into track work, adds 
Holwell and he made me 
realize that I needed to 
spend time working on 
my upper body strength.” 
“The track work made 
me faster and tougher 
and the strength training 
allowed me to maintain 
good posture during the 
later stages of the race,” 
adds Holwell. 

Like most athletes, Der- 
mot had to overcome ad- 
versity in order to keep 
doing the sport he loves. 
In 2008, he was diag- 
nosed with prostate can- 
cer and was ordered to 
have immediate surgery. 
With surgery scheduled 
for Jan. 28, 2008, the 
prospect of entering the 
Boston Marathon that 
year looked bleak. 


However, he came 


through with flying co- 
lours and the doctor gave 
him the green light in 
March. Dermot booked 
his flight to Boston to 
keep the streak alive. In 
the seven years that fol- 
lowed his surgery, he re- 
corded some of the best 
times ever. A strange 
unexplainable phenom- 
ena that baffles even his 
doctor. Somehow pros- 
tate surgery made him go 
faster. Certainly a tribute 
to modern medicine. 

Dermot certainly is not 
without humor. When 
asked what keeps him 
going, he quipped, “Beer. 
Plenty of Coors Light af- 
ter runs seems to be the 
ticket,” as he smiled and 


gave mea wink. 

So how about Diet, Der- 
mot? 

“Don’t get me started,” 
he responded. “Honest- 
ly, I am not a poster boy 
for a pristine diet. I can 
say with complete truth- 
fulness that I don’t eat 
vegetables!” 

Wow. This guy is old 
school! 

“I have been lucky over 
the years,” he said. “I 
have never had much in 
the way of injuries that 
typically plague runners 
and I am thankful for 
that.” 

In all, Dermot has been 
running for 39 years and 
has no plans to hang 


them up. 

He can be seen training 
out of Life Time Fitness 
in Mississauga on Tues- 
days and Saturdays and 
plans to enter the Dublin 
Marathon this fall. 


Hats off to Dermot Hol- 
well for being able to jug- 
gle a career, family and a 
passion for running. 
Dave Robinson is a 36- 
year Mississauga res- 
ident with passion for 
a variety of sports in- 
cluding, hockey, skiing, 
snowshoeing, triathlon, 
golf and windsurfing. 
When he is not writing 
about sports, he can be 
found running the credit 
river trails or riding his 
bike out toward Milton. 


Dermot Holwell runs the Streetsville Mile during the Bread and Honey Festival earlier 
this year. (Submitted photo) 
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Crazy for Cricket in the GTA! 


Play in the GTA’s Realtor Premier Cricket League tournament is winding down. 
Matches will conclude with the crowning of a champion on Saturday, Aug. 26 
at Teramoto Park in Brampton with the winners claiming the Realtor Premier 
Cup. The nine- team tourney (142 players) started on July 30. 


Joe Snider 
Sports Editor 


eel Region hasn’t 
been the best (an 
understatement) 


when it comes to sup- 
porting junior hockey. 


Witness the Bramp- 
ton Battalion pulling 
up stakes and moving 
to North Bay in 2013. 
Why? Since 1998 they 
couldn’t draw flies. 

Mississauga Ice Dogs? 
Same deal. Lousy at- 
tendance since they 
were born in 1997 saw 
the franchise shifted to 


should be, given the on 
ice product. Last sea- 
son in the 5,400-seat 
Hershey Centre they 
averaged 2,720 in atten- 
dance. I recall going to 
my first Steelheads game 
last season (a_ playoff 
contest no less) and be- 
ing stunned at the num- 
ber of empty seats. 

How can the London 
Knights average 9,000? 
How do they do it? (lead- 
ing the OHL) 

By the way, the Niaga- 
ra Ice Dogs (formerly in 
Mississauga) averaged 
4,804 at the beautiful 
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hoping. (An outstanding 
organization from top 
to bottom so it won’t be 
through lack of trying). 
But, BOTTOM LINE 
again: The fans have to 
join the party. Powerade 
seats 5,000. Last years 
average was listed at 
3,100. 

That doesn’t cut it. 

Yes, their average atten- 
dance was better than 
the rival Wings of Ka- 
lamazoo, the Nailers of 
Wheeling, West Virginia 
and the Jackals of Elmi- 
ra, New York but it still 
wasn’t good enough. 


Niagara region for the 
2007/2008 season. Two 


gorgeous arenas/mini- 
mal fan support. 
Pity. 


Thank God for the Mis- 
sissauga Steelheads, al- 
though their attendance 
has been less than it 


Meridtan—€entre—inSt- 
Catharines last season. 

Which brings us to the 
ECHL’s Brampton Beast 
at the Powerade Centre. 
Will this tier two pro- 
fessional league team 
survive beyond the up- 
coming season? Here’s 


Here’s hoping the fans 
also buy in and the ener- 
gized Beast survive and 
thrive. 


Long Live the Beast! 


qS 


Future Fish: Cameron Gaylor 


In this week’s Future Fish 
file, we find play-making 
forward Cameron Gaylor of 
the Don Mills Flyers Midg- 
et AAA team. He joins the 
Mississauga Steelheads or- 
ganization after being draft- 
ed in the ist round, 13th 
overall in the OHL U-18 
Priority Selection. 


Cameron Gaylor 

Birthday: 1999-08-10 
Height: 5711 

Weight: 161 lbs 

Shoots: L 

Position: Centre/Left Wing 
Hometown: Toronto 


Previous Team: Don Mills 
Flyers Midget AAA 


During the 2016-17 sea- 
son with the Flyers, Gaylor 
tallied seven goals and 16 
assists for 23 points. When 
asked about when he start- 


ed playing hockey, the cap- 
tain of the Malvern High 
School hockey team said, 
“My dad got me started, [I 
was] skating at three and 
playing house league by the 
age of five.” 


Childhood hockey 
Mats Sundin 
Favourite pre-game meal: 
Salmon and Pasta 


idol: 


If you weren't playing 


hockey, what career would 
you choose: Golf pro 

One thing people don’t 
know about me: I love to 
dance 

Favourite NHL team: To- 
ronto Maple Leafs 


When asked about his most 
memorable hockey moment 
so far Gaylor says, “Getting 
selected by the Mississauga 
Steelheads — by far.” 


Get your Peel Daily News Digital EVERY NAY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


14 LIFESTYLE | PEEL DAILY NEWS | August 22, 2017 


PONLIFESTYLE 
PON 


Will be there 


=~ 


BD) 
Boat onc 
The best in boating life comes to Port Credit from Aug. 25 - 27 


by Emily Miszk 


This year’s 27th Port 
Credit In-Water Boat 
Show, sponsored by 
Bristol Marine and Port 
Credit Harbour Mari- 
na and runs from Aug. 
25 — 27, is sure to draw 
attendees from all over 
Peel to Port Credit’s wa- 
terfront. 


The event is under new 
management. Show 
manager Tracy Parsons 
has an exciting direction 
and vision for the show. 


Parsons says this year’s 

event will be different 
from past shows. “We 
want there to be more 
of a family focus, to have 
visitors come view the 
products but also enjoy 
their time on the water- 
front with their fami- 
lies.” 


The show will include 
food trucks, retailers, 
public speakers, a beer 
tent and much more. 

There will also be face 
painting on hand by a 
local artist and a boat 
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simulator, all of which 
are targeted to boat en- 
thusiasts, children and 
families to enjoy. 


Some areas of the show 
will remain consistent. 
There will be a lot of 
great brand new and 
pre-owned boats to view. 
This year, the Boat Show 
will showcase a special 
boat for those interested 
in an environmentally 


option— the Greenline 
33. The Greenline is a 
hybrid yacht option that 
Georgian Harbour Yacht 
Sales is proud to present 
at the show. 


After a day of boat view- 
ing, family fun and good 
eats, visitors will want 
to stop by the beer tent 
where Port Credit Social 
House will be proudly 
pouring cold brew all 


a 


ow GuUIC 


day long. 

With over 20 exhibi- 
tors and a weekend on 
the waterfront, there is 
something for everyone 
at this year’s boat show. 


Cobra Mask, a Toron- 
to-based company spe- 
cializing in providing the 
best snorkel gear on the 
market, will be on hand. 


It is a proudly Canadi- 


an Company and fami- 
ly-operated. 


“Many boaters have 
multiple interests, which 
include snorkeling, div- 
ing and swimming. Co- 
bra Mask has provided 
a great solution for those 
sports,” said Parsons. 


During the boat show, if 
you use the promo code 
“PEEL DAILY NEWS”, 


Attention Peel social groups 
Please contact us at 


editor@peeldailynews.com for getting your 
group's information in the paper for FREE. 


Visit us at the show 


- 
7 


Cobra Mask will offer 
a discount on the final 
purchase. Interested 
visitors can shop their 
products online at www. 
cobramask.com, and 
speak them at the show 
for more product infor- 
mation. 


Solorock, a Mississau- 
ga-based company, of- 
fers folding bikes, which 
can easily collapse and 
be stored on a sailboat 
for easy land travel once 
docked on a summer va- 
cation. 


These are just a sample 
of the variety of different 
exhibitors you can ex- 
pect to find at the Port 
Credit in-Water Boat 
Show. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.port- 
creditboatshow.ca. 
Follow the Port Credit 
In-Water Boat Show on 
Facebook and Twitter, 
or check out Peel Daily 
News on Facebook, In- 
stagram or Twitter for 
live updates all weekend 
long. Drop by and say 
hello or tag Peel Daily 
News in your photos. 
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Boating safety for lifetime of enjoying the open water 


Spending time boating, 
swimming in the pool, 
splashing in the lake or 
playing at the beach are 
what make summer so spe- 
cial, but it’s important to 
follow the rules to stay safe. 


Before you head out on the 
water, here’s a safety re- 
fresher. 


According to the Canadi- 
an Red Cross, an average 
of 152 people drowned in 
Peel annually from 2009 to 
2014. 


Sara Bartley, communica- 
tions manager for the Re- 
gion of Peel, said that most 
drowning deaths occur 
from May to August and 
certain demographics are 
more prone to drowning fa- 
talities, including children 
aged one to four and males 
aged 15 and up, “somewhat 
dependent on the activity,” 
Bartley added. 


Spending time at the cot- 


tage is a great summer pas- 
time, but take precautions 
so you'll have more visits in 
the future. The most recent 
report from the Canadian 
Red Cross (2009-2014) 
states 42 per cent of deaths 
by drowning in Ontario oc- 
curred in a lake. 


“Nearly 90 per cent of 
boaters who drown are not 
wearing, or are not properly 
wearing, their lifejacket,” a 
Red Cross guide says. 


Peel Region is known to 
have beautiful and soothing 
rivers, streams and creeks, 
but don’t be misled by the 
tranquility. The same re- 
port states that 20 per cent 
of drowning deaths hap- 
pened in rivers/streams/ 
creeks. 


Before you head to the pool 
or lake, check the weather 
conditions and know your 
swimming ability: don’t 


27TH GREAT YEAR 


PORT, CRE 


“N-wate 


Port Credit Harbour Marina, Mississauga, On. 


e EXPLORE MANY MODELS OF POWER AND SAIL BOATS IN WATER AND ON LAND 


@ ONE STOP SHOPPING FOR MARINE SUPPLIES, SIGN UP FOR COURSES OR SAILING ADVENTURES 


PORT CREDIT 
HARBOUR MARINA 


Lifejackets and PFDs (personal floatation devices) are not a 


substitute for adult supervision. 


Photo Courtesy of the Region of Peel Branch of the Canadian Red 


Cross 

underestimate the power 
of currents. Swim or play 
with buddy and keep an eye 
on children, the Red Cross 
suggests. 


“The absence of adult su- 
pervision is a factor in most 
child fatalities. Always 
actively watch children 
around water, even if they 
can swim, and stay close 
enough to assist your chil- 


TBOAT SHOW 


INSURANCE, 


dren if they get into trouble 
while they are in the water,” 
the Red Cross advises. 


The Red Cross has several 
tips to help keep you and 
your family safe this sum- 
mer whether you are on 
open water, in the backyard 
pool or using recreation- 
al water toys. More water 
safety tips are available at 
www.redcross.ca. A Water 


Safety Public Education 
Resource Guide can also be 
downloaded. 


Don't drink and _ play: 
There is no safe way to mix 
alcohol or drugs with water 
activities. 

“Never underestimate the 
power of currents. A boater, 
swimmer or wader in open 
water who underestimates 
the power of currents can 
be swept away instantly,” 
the guide says. 


Non-swimmers should 
wear a lifejacket at all 
times: This will help your 
child to stay at the surface 
in the event of an unexpect- 
ed fall into the water. The 
child should practice right- 
ing him/herself and moving 
while wearing the lifejacket 
in a controlled environ- 
ment. It is really important 
to remember that lifejack- 
ets and PFDs (personal 
flotation devices) are not a 


AUGUST 25-27, 


@ SPEAKERS TENT 


4 
PortCredit 


Always On. Always Electric! 
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portcreditboatshow.ca 


substitute for adult super- 
vision. 


¢ Regularly check tow 
ropes for wear and tear 


eAlways wear appropriate 
lifejackets 


eAlways have a driver and 
a spotter 


eHave pre-established 
communication/hand _sig- 
nals 


¢ Don’t fall for peer pres- 
sure 


*eRemove all jewelry, 
watches, shoes, glasses, etc. 
before using water toys. 


Consult the Red Cross for 
information about how to 
choose a life jacket/person- 
al flotation device. 


The Canadian Red Cross 
has learn-to-swim _ pro- 
grams. Call  1-877-356- 
3226. All three munici- 
palities offer swimming 
lessons. 


2017 
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Port Credit Power Squadron Burgee - gold bar signifies over 50 years 


Simulator 


If you have ever wanted 
to get out on the water but 
didn’t have a boat now is 
the time to experience it 
virtually! 


The Port Credit Power 
& Sail Squadron is pre- 
senting the fully integrat- 
ed virtual simulator that 
allows you to experience 
what it is like on the wa- 
ter. 


One of our Squadron 
Members will get you fit- 
ted up and ready to guide 
your virtual boat through 
a series of docks, chan- 
nels and out through the 
buoy markers to open it 
up (safely of course) and 
feel what it is like to expe- 
rience boating in its finest. 


All ages are welcome as 
especially engaging for 
little ones who will love 
bumping into “virtual 
docks” without the dents! 


Show! 
Education/Safety 


CPS Objectives: The ob- 
jectives of CPS are to es- 
tablish high standards of 
navigation and seaman- 
ship through training and 
study courses in the fields 
of boating, seamanship, 
piloting, and navigation; 
to promote the safe han- 
dling of boats of all kinds, 
and to cooperate with 
the agencies of Canada 
charged with the enforce- 
ment of laws and regula- 
tions relating to naviga- 
tion. 


What is CPS? Canadian 
Power & Sail Squadrons 
(CPS) is Canada’s largest 
national association of 
boating enthusiasts, who 
provide training in rec- 
reational boating. CPS, a 
charitable organization 
incorporated in Canada, 
has a membership of over 


30,000. 


We look forward to seeing : 
CPS is not a government 


you at the Port Credit Boat 


or inspection agency, nor 
is it restricted to boat 
owners, but embraces all 
boating enthusiasts. 


CPS is dedicated to pro- 
viding training in all as- 
pects of recreational boat- 
ing, both power and sail, 
through more than 3,000 
experienced, volunteer, 
training personnel in over 
170 squadrons across Can- 
ada. CPS is recognized, 
and often consulted, by 
various government and 
law enforcement agencies. 


CPS works very closely 
with the Canadian Coast 
Guard, the Canadian Hy- 
drographic Service, and 
other boating associa- 
tions. 


There are no shortcuts 
to CPS membership. The 
only way is to successful- 
ly complete the Boating 
Exam. Every member, re- 
gardless of previous expe- 
rience, has had to qualify 
in this manner. 


The social side of CPS 
leads to lasting friend- 
ships. You can be part of 
the general camaraderie 
among people who like to 
“mess about” in boats. 


There could be on-the- 
water activities, or fun 
ashore. 


The chance to participate 
in the promotion of boat- 
ing safety and to share in 
the friendship and fun 
with other recreational 
boaters, awaits you. 


sae 


Advertorial 


The GREENLINE 33 HYBRID at the Port Credit In-Water Boat Show! 


Gerry Zidner, president of Georgian Harbour Yacht Sales Inc., is pleased to announce 
the arrival of the world’s first truly hybrid production yacht, the GREENLINE 33. 


Designed by the renowned Jakopin brothers 
(J&J Yacht Design), and built in Slovenia, 
GREENLINE has sold over 400 of the 33s, 


which are the smallest 


PN orriey ss i iid’ tee | 
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hybridization. 


(ee is probably the most With its patented 

“super-displacement” 

hull design 

the GREENLINE 33 

uses up to four times less fossil fuel than a 
planning powerboat in similar conditions. 


innovative production yacht in the 
world,” stated Zidner. “With its 
Volvo-Siemens designed solar-diesel- 
electric hybrid system it combines 
a single D3 220hp engine with an 
inline 10kW electric motor.” 


low-dra 


introduced 39-footer, 
a 40-footer, 
48-footer, all available 
with some level of 


and a 


mk 


Not only does this innovation reduce 
fuel consumption, it also allows efficient 


electric propulsion with its 10kW electric 


“The GREENLINE 33 has 1,800 
watts of solar panels on the roof 
that charge the 11.5 kWh lithium- 
polymer battery, allowing it to cruise 
at low speeds for up to 20 NM (23 
miles) on a full charge, without ever 
running the engine.” Zidner added. 
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GREENLINE 
33 HYBRID 


motor, using power supplied by the battery 
and solar power. The electric motor, with 


4-8 ei 
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an integrated 7kW generator is coupled 
to the diesel engine by a hydraulically- 
= clutch. This means the boat can be 
powered by the Volvo alone 
or for limited range with the 
electric motor. 


The stateroom, with two 
hanging lockers has twin beds 
that can be joined together to 
provide a full queen. There’s 
a generous en suite head with 
double entrances. 


The salon settee converts to 
a double and the other couch 
can sleep one more. 


This particular boat comes with both a bow 
and stern thruster for easy manoeuvring 
and docking, and has a beautiful lemon-tree 
interior with a long list of options. 


For more information, visit 
www.GeorgianHarbour YachtSales.com 
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2017 Port Credit Boat Show Layout 17 Skippers Plan 


Food & Drink 


Ft Lerienior Food rush 
F2 Dents Geers Food Taek 


COME JOIN US: Se 
VISIT THE YACHT CLUB OF CHOICE ON 
LAKE ONTARIO AT THE PORT CREDIT IN WATER BOAT SHOW Order Your 


Revolutionary 
“FREE BREATHE” 
Snorkel 


Online 


Use Discount Code: 


PeelDailyNews 


We guarantee our products are the leader in quality, design, and comfort, 
they are available at very competitive rates giving excellent value for every 
dollar spent. We are very dynamic and as trends change we also strive to 
find innovative ways to make your snorkeling more interesting and fulfilled. 
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Gets around... 


Grampton Library Book tart at the roma branch 


Who said book lovers can’t party? 
Brampton Library celebrated local authors and the end of the 
adult summer reading club at the Book Bash on Aug. 18 at the 
Chinguacousy branch. Author Terry Fallis spoke at the event. 


Long line ups of eager readers waited to register for the 
event and receive raffle tickets in exchange for points 
they earned from reading in a chance to win prizes. While 
4 authors from Caledon, Mississauga and Brampton proud- 
ly posed with books they’d published. 
by Kelly Lewars 


DAILY NEWS 


Design 
Sales 
Freelance 


writers. 
Contact Emily 


sales@peeldailynews.com 


905-990-2034 
Be part of the team. 
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Partying in Peel Region: ITALFEST, Buskerfest, Monster Rock 


Gets around... 


SOLMAR 
| MISSISSAUGA 


Italian rock legend Bobby Solo wow’'s the huge crowd to close af a 7 fsck) at Celebration » Square 


am, 


Ae, — 


HIT SOMES + ORCHESTRA +LASERS = #FACEMELTING 


Brampton's Garden Square was transformed into Monster Rock Event of the summer. 


Get your Peel Daily News Digital EVERY U 
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‘Unreal’ fairy house tree-carving dazzles in Brampton 


by Marco Patrone 
and Erica Phillips 


A Brampton woodcarver 
has turned the sad remnant 
of a once mighty maple into 
a magical tree carving of a 
fairytale cottage that is daz- 
zling passersby from as far 
away as Vancouver. 


“It’s unbelievable the way 
it’s gone,” said Billy Watter- 
son. 

For Watterson, the carving 
known as Haywood’s Hol- 
low is a tribute of sorts to 
the 65 foot silver maple that 
once stood there. A dozen 
years ago when the tree still 
stood, he carved a face in a 
knobby part of it and called 
it “Mr. Dale,” in honour of 
the original owner of the 
house who built the house in 
the 1940s. 

When the tree died and be- 
came a hollowed out shell, it 
had to be pulled down last 
January for fear it would 
collapse onto Dale’s house 
or onto the street. 


“It had to come down, 
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Billy Watterson, the crafstman, poses with Sheila Hamade and 


her husband Spencer of Vancouver. 


which was a shame. This is a 
reminder of what was here. 
It was here longer than I 
was. It’s nice to have part of 
it still alive.” 

With just a hollowed out 
stump remaining, Watter- 
son decided to put his love of 
woodworking and a creative 
streak to good use. 

“When the tree rotted out, 
it was completely hollow, 
branches and all. I had it 
taken down. I started to 


Photos by Erica Phillips 


make this tree into a hob- 
bit house, goblin house type 
thing and it took a life of its 
own,” he said. 

The fairy house is a big 
hit with local children who 
bring rocks, mushrooms 
and toadstools to the fairy 
house and drop them by the 
door. 

“People are even talking 
about having letters sent to 
17 1/2 Fredericks St. because 
it’s got 17 1/2 on the mailbox. 


e 
Be 
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It’s quite taken over you 
know.” 

Sheila Hamade and her 
husband Spencer visited the 
Brampton area from Van- 
couver, heard media reports 
of the carving and just had 
to see it for themselves. 

“T think it’s unreal,” she 
said. “Every single little de- 
tail, how he used the dead 
tree to make it come to life.” 

Billy Watterson’s love of 
woodworking dates back 
over 50 years to his boyhood 
days in Ireland where he 
would use a knife to whittle 
pieces of raw wood into fig- 
urines and other interesting 
shapes. 

“It’s something I enjoy so. It 
passes the time. When you're 
carving you get caught up in 
it and just sort of keep going. 
You can work on it for hours. 
It’s not labour. It’s more a 
labour of love. 

It took more than two 
months to finish the carving. 
Watterson just celebrated 
his 30th year in Canada last 
week and still speaks with a 


thick Irish accent. 

He is a foreman at Alec- 
tra in Brampton where he’s 
been employed for almost 
30 years. 

As for what Watterson 
plans to carve next, that re- 


mains to be seen. 

“T don’t know how I’m going 
to top this one,” he said. 
“[But] you never know. 
Keep an eye on Frederick’s 
street. You never know 
what'll pop up.” 
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Monster Rock Orchestra rocks Brampton with stupendous lasers! 


by Lachman Balani 


Last Friday, Brampton’s 
night-shrouded skies came 
alive with the most stun- 
ning and vibrant laser show 
ever! 

The evening started off 
with Stephanie Braganza, 
winner of the Toronto In- 
dependent Music Award for 
best live artist and several 
other awards. 

She and her band set the 
mood by singing her own 
compositions and famous 
covers like “Eye of The Ti- 
ger” and “Barracuda”. 

After that warm up, Indian 
rock band Parvaaz staged 
their debut performance 
in Canada. Kashif, Fidel, 
Sachin and Khalid, the four 
members of the group, en- 
raptured the audience with 
their soft, melodious and 
beautiful tunes sending the 
audience to sweet nirvana. 
Khalid’s vocals were ex- 
ceptional and enhanced by 


his own handiwork on the 
guitar and the prowess of 
the other members on their 
instruments. 

Following that captivat- 
ing performance, Sumo 
Cyco, fronted by vocalist 
Skye Sweetnam, a new fe- 
male-fronted punk metal 
band, took centre stage and 
blew away the crowd. 

Their performance was so 
high octane that it seemed 
like a flaming red Ferra- 
ri was running amuck in 
Brampton’s Garden Square. 
The crowd went crazy, 
screaming and_ banging 
their heads. 

During the intervals from 
one band to the next, mas- 
ter of ceremonies Randy 
Persaud kept engaging the 
crowd on various rock mu- 
sic topics, asking them to 
cite their favourite bands, 
singers and a variety of oth- 
er material. 

Then came the ultimate 
moment as Vikas Kohli, the 
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producer and organizer of 
the whole show, came on 
stage to recognize his crew 
and give the people a taste 
of what was to follow! 

He wasn’t kidding! The 
Monster Rock Orchestra 
came on with a bang slam- 
ming into Journey’s “Don’t 
Stop Believin”, running 
into the famous song “Su- 
perstition” and then ram- 
ming into Bon Jovi’s “Liv- 
in’on a Prayer”! 

All this was fronted by a 
dynamic duo, backed by 
an incredible orchestra on 
strings, keyboards, guitars, 
drums, horns ... you name 
it! 

There were piercing lasers 
to go with it all! A humon- 
gous number of dancing 
and colourful lasers, all 
synchronized with the awe- 
some music, added to the 
wizardry! 

More hit songs followed, 
including Triumph’s “Lay 
it on the Line”, Bryan Ad- 


ams’ “Summer of “69!” and 
Maroon 5’s_ “Moves like 
Jagger”, accompanied by 
amazing laser lights. 


A monster moment fol- 
lowed when the organizers 
threw huge beach balls into 
the crowd for them to play 
with. Both adults and chil- 
dren alike had a ball playing 
with them, all to the tunes 
of music and lights of lasers. 
A truly magical moment! 
Then came the song that 
took it all away- Steppen- 
wolf's “Born to be Wild!”. 
That was it! The crowd 
went wild singing along, 
prompting one of the vo- 
calists to extend the mike to 
the patrons to sing “Born to 
be Wild!”. 

Forget the flaming red Fer- 
rari! It seemed that there 
was even a flaming Lam- 
borghini and Corvette were 
running through the square 
as the musical instruments, 
abundant lasers, loud rock 
music and resounding cho- 


rus splashed the heavens! 

There were many more 
songs too numerous to 
name, with Guns ’n’ Roses 
“November Rain” bringing 


, 


the fabulously unprece- 
dented evening to a close! 
To use Kohli’s favourite 
phrase, it truly was a “face- 
melting” event! 


Are you looking to restore 
your old photos? 


905-278-1374 
6A Brant Avenue 


(Hurontario & Lakeshore Rd. E., Port Credit) 
info@PazanGallery.com 
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Restored 


We restore and print on archival quality photo paper. 


Prices start at $65 and includes one 5x7 photo print. Bulk pricing available. 
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POINCLASSIFIEDS 


Stretch your advertising budget 
with PEEL DAILY NEWS 
Classifieds & Directories 
Call us to book your ad today 


905 990-093-= 


: RUBBER-DECK.com 
Mortgage Time Again? Pati 
Let’s Talk. atio & Pool Deck Resurfacing 


; , ————O0VEF Cracks & Chips. 

Many Canadian homeowners pay too yee . Better Than New. 

much for their homes because they are « Safe-non Slip even Wet. 
Maintenance Free. 


not getting the best mortgage financing, 


ad Not to Crack. 


Lic #080007 11 . 


May Monteiro lam here to help. Call me.” 
Professional 
Mortage Agent = 95.5 87-4 286 ~~ Se 
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i 24 oe PRO ota 


; ; info@rubber-deck.com 
905.587.1286 - May.Monteiro@verico.ca Call for a FREE estimate 1-855-415-1535 
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Downtown Brampton’s cultural scene will be painting 
the downtown on canvas as artists from across Ontario 
are invited to the second annual LIVE ART COMPETI- 


TION. 


“We are very pleased to see LIVE ART COMPETITION 
back on the streets of the downtown core. Our arts 
community is very passionate and we hope to see you 
all out with your paint brushes on Saturday Sept 9!” 
said Grettel Comas, organizer of Live Art Competition. 


The event is presented by INZOLA’s Art Endowment 
Funds in partnership with the Downtown BIA and 
PAMA along with a number of community organiza- 
tions and local businesses including The Arts of John 
Cutruzzola, Baci Gifts, Beaux Arts, Inzola, Algoma 
University, Deborah Kenny Jewellery, Peel Art Gallery 
Museum and Archives (PAMA) and Razor Creative. 


Artists will be painting and competing for first, second 
and third prize cash awards in two categories oil or 
acrylic and watercolour. Guests 18 years or older are 
invited to take part in the competition. Beginning at 
9 a.m. and running until 5 p.m. Pre-registration cost: 
$25: Same day registration is $30. 


For registrations and further information visit: http:// 
liveartcompetitionbrampton.com. 


Helping to kick off the Live Art Competition: 

Peeyush Gupta, Wee Smoke Shop, Regan Hayward, Beaux 
Arts Brampton, David Eddy, Razor Creative, Suzy Gode- 
froy, Downtown Brampton BIA, Lidija Perri Capar, Grettel 
Comas, Baci Gifts, Councillor Martin Medeiros, Andrea 
Magana, Downtown Brampton BIA, Deb Kenny, Deborah 
Kenny Jewellery, Roberto Carreiro, Razor Creative, Gerri 
Loveys (PAMA), John Cutruzzola (INZOLA). 


Get under the roof: cries of retail market in Peel 


by Saiyati Gohil 


Adaptation is vital for sur- 
vival. Both, consumers and 
marketers need to accli- 
mate to the ever-changing 
market scenario. 


Years ago, if a consum- 
er wanted to purchase 
a telephone, local shops 
were the only stop. He/ 
she would have to visit a 
local store, screen the op- 
tions available, and buy a 
device. Gradually, printed 
reviews of the product al- 
lowed the man to make an 
informed decision. Ways 
of gathering information 
has changed with the in- 
vention of internet and so- 
cial media. 


Though, digital platforms 
allow people to browse, 
research, and even pur- 
chase online, it would 
be half- truth to say that 
digital commerce is kill- 
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ing off physical stores. 
Otherwise why would 
Amazon — the compa- 
ny whose initial premise 
for existence was to sell 
books online — opened a 
bookstore on Manhattan’s 
West Side? Specifically in 
Canada, brick and mortar 
stores are still the centre of 
shopping journey for most 
shoppers. In fact, as a 2015 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers 
survey showed, more than 
40 per cent of 19,000 Ca- 
nadian respondents shop 
in a store at least once a 
week. 


The statistics might be 
just a tad different today. 
With the spread of digital 
media, almost 60 per cent 
of Canadian businesses are 
present online, yet most 
consumers are still com- 
mitted to spending dollars 
in physical stores. 

Well-established brands 
with ultra-responsive on- 


line portals too, agree 
with this statistic. At the 
Pizzaville franchise in a 
highly populous location 
of Toronto, Darshil Shah 
happens to witness 130 per 
cent more walk-ins than 
online delivery orders on a 
typical day. 

“Our relaxing ambience 
attracts more walk-ins. 
Customers are interested 
in having a good time, as 


much as they like our piz- 


za”, added Parag Gohil, the 
owner. 


The views of John Casteli- 
no, owner of Tasty Food 
and Spices, are in-line with 
Gohil’s. His two outlets, in 
Brampton and Mississau- 
ga are often packed with 
customers who verified his 
statement. 


“Most of my customers 
enjoy looking around and 


tasting samples before 
making the purchase.” 
Many reasons can be held 
accountable for such be- 
havioural pattern. High 
delivery cost, easy returns 
and immediate possession 
of purchased product are 
just to name a few. Mil- 
lennials and Generation 
Z, equally prefer in-store 
experience to digital shop- 
ping. 

Not to disappoint any e 
commerce enthusiasts, but 
only a few categories have 
been found topping the 
charts of online sales in 
Canada. Except clothing, 
people have reported an 
Internet based purchase 
of the items that do not 
require much physical as- 
sessment. 

This has encouraged the 
emergence of some hybrid 
models of e-commerce for 
Canadian markets. Retail 


giants like Walmart have 
initiated ‘Pick up order’ 
services, where you buy 
the products online and 
simply pick up the par- 
cel of your ordered prod- 
ucts from a nearby outlet, 
completely in-line with 
customer expectations. It 
is a win-win solution as 
consumers are empowered 
through online resources 
to research their purchases 
and sellers can avoid has- 
sle of delivering products. 


In the current omni-chan- 

nel world, e-commerce 
should aid the traditional 
retail experience. So strat- 
egize for digitally-enabled 
shopping experiences that 
would bring you the cus- 
tomers, again and again - 
regardless of the channel. 


Saiyati Gohil is a brand consultant 
and content strategist with an in- 
dependent practice in Brampton: 
contact@theta360.co 
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PDN Crossword 


Puzzle by Myles Mellor 


PDNCrossword 


Answers to 
August 14 
crossword 


Across 

1. Numbers pro, briefly 

4. Like some doors 

8. National Zoo crea- 
ures 

14. Dada painter Jean 
15. The Olympic rings, 
e.g, 

16. Kiss a lot 

17. Toddler’s ritual 

18.“ -Team” (Mr. T’s 

old squad) 

19. Pizza slice portion, 

often 

20. Ear adornments 

23. Last word of Gilli- 

gan’s theme song 

24. Bambinos 

25. A drop in the ocean? 
28. Triangular 

32. Outstanding 

34. Harmless cartridge 

36. Bird in a crazy simile 

37. Green around the 

lobes 

43. In --- of (replacing) 

44. Frightfully strange 

45. Forget 

48. Pigeon coop 

53. Grafton’s ’-- for 
Lawless’ 

54. Shock 

56. Saying with a mysti- 
cal meaning 

57. Oahu ocean gems 


61. Hideout 

64. Person of action 
65. Beyond tipsy 

66. Dreamboat of myth 
67. Vase-shaped jug 
68. Hurricane heading: 
Abbr. 

69. Left behind uninten- 
tionally 

70. Criticizes, slangily 
71. Lilliputian 


Down 

1. Unposed photo 

2. High acclaim 

3. Shock 

4. Deep-voiced song- 
stress 

5. Poet Keats 

6. Ancient 

7. Cook the standing ribs 
8. False; sham 

g. Ringed by 

10. Nutmeg-flavored 
drinks 

11. Simpson’s interjec- 
tion 

12. Be in a cast? 

13. Admonition to a cell 
phone user in a theater 
21. Held a conference 
22. Stein relative 

25. Jet-black, poetically 
26. Keep a web journal 
27.Uncle___ (rice 
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29. Legal eagle org. 

30. Obama’s state: Abbr. 
31. Concerto’s extended 
solo passage 

33. Will Smith title role 
35. Born, in Marseilles 
37. End of the year, for 
some 

38. Attire that’s not for 
the modest 

39. Ribbon-like fish 

40. Street, to Magritte 
41. 2014 World Cup final 
site 

42. Amp (up) 

46. Samuel Barber 
movement “for Strings” 
47. Least trained 

49. Time worth remem- 
bering 

50. Shore bird 

51. One way to shop 

52. Guinea pig 

55. Down-yielding duck 
57. Like some paintings 
and juries 

58. Corn-growing state 
59. Nestling’s sound 
60. Fails, in a way 

61. British bomber grp. 
62. Tokyo, once 

63. The “F” in FYI 
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